
Take Action: Virginia’s Farmers Markets Should be “Essential” Businesses

Description

In Governor Northam’s Executive Order, he did not deem

farmers markets as essential businesses like grocery stores. Instead, they were classified the same as
restaurants and bars. Subsequent guidance clarified that farmers markets can remain open but under
strict restrictions. Farmers markets, farmers and vendors had to quickly adapt to provide online
ordering and pre-bagged offerings.

We urge you to send an email to Governor Northam asking him to amend the Executive Order 
to classify farmers markets as essential businesses during this COVID-19 health crisis. (Taking 
action will take 2 minutes with this online form.)

Check out the websites for Arlington’s three year-round farmers markets for their safety protocols and
online pre-ordering options: Arlington Farmers Market (Saturday), Westover Farmers Market (Sunday),
and Columbia Pike Farmers Market (Sunday). Other seasonal markets will be opening soon; check
their websites for updates.
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